
  

 

 

 

Location: Marriott Wardman Park Hotel 

The showcase will coincide with the  
2020 Emerging Researchers Network Conference. 

Official Conference Agenda 
 

 

Day 1 – February 6 - Thursday Room 

12:00 PM – 5:00 PM Check in to hotel  

5:00 PM – 5:45 PM HBCU Making & Innovation Orientation and Opening Remarks 

• Dr. Iris Wagstaff, STEM Program Director, AAAS 

• Neela White, Project Director, AAAS 

• Dr. Quincy Brown, AnitaB.org Institute for Women in Technology 

• Keynote Speaker: Van Freeman, Aerospace Industries Association  

Virginia A 

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM ERN Conference Opening Plenary and Dinner Marriott 
Ballroom 

Day 2 – February 7 - Friday  

8:00 AM – 9:45 AM Breakfast - Plenary with ERN Marriott 
Ballroom 

10:00 AM – 11:00 
AM 

The Power of Teams: From Invention to Entrepreneurship 
(Students & Faculty)  
Considering that rates of entrepreneurship in America have fallen near a 
multiple decade low and that invention and problem solving are the impetus 
for startups and, subsequently, a significant source of job creation, we have 
developed a session for the HBCU Making & Innovation Showcase to highlight 
the importance of collaboration to solve critical societal problems and 
subsequently build new businesses.   This session will allow inventors, 
entrepreneurs and federal agency employees to facilitate discussion amongst 
Maker participants on the power of teams, and why is it important to 
collaborate with fellow researchers, STEM professionals, industry 
professionals, federal agencies and others to help translate invention into a 
business.    
Moderator:  

• Neela White, AAAS 

Panelists: 

• Huda Elasaad, Change:WaterLab, MIT, AAAS-Lemelson Invention 
Ambassador 

• G. Nagesh Rao, US Small Business Administration 

• Diana Yousef, Change:WaterLab, MIT, AAAS-Lemelson Invention 
Ambassador 
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11:00 AM – 12:00 
PM 

Career Pathways: You Have a Degree, Now What? 
 
 (Students & Faculty)  
Description: A moderated discussion about conventional and unconventional 
career pathways, and how to design a career path that works for you.  
Presentations from speakers from Academia (Stillman College) and 
Entertainment (Disney). 
 
Moderator:  

• LaKisha Greenwade, Wearable Tech Ventures 

Panelists: 

• Mk Haley, Disney, Imagineering  

• Isaac McCoy, Dean, Stillman College 

Wilson ABC 

12:15 PM – 1:30 PM  Lunch – Plenary with ERN conference Marriott 
Salon 2 & 3 

1:30 PM – 3:30 PM 
These sessions will 
be open to all ERN 
participants 

Understanding the Business of Entrepreneurship  
(Open to all ERN Students)  
 
LaKisha Greenwade will share her experiences as a communicator, social 
innovator, and entrepreneur.  She will conduct an interactive workshop with 
project teams and share methods and tips for effectively communicating 
project concepts (pitches).  
 
Moderator: 

• LaKisha Greenwade, Wearable Tech Ventures 

 
 
The Ins and Outs of Technology Transfer (Open to all ERN Faculty) 
HBCUs are developing leading discoveries and innovations in today's top 
STEM industries.  This workshop will help attendees learn about how to 
transform these new inventions into cutting-edge new businesses, products 
and services.  Learn from HBCU tech transfer professionals as they discuss 
the benefits of university commercialization, patents, licensing and 
recommendations on how to start a Tech transfer office on your campus. 
Presenters: 

• Janeya Griffin, CEO, The Commercializer,  

• Nona Cheeks, Innovatryr 
Panel:  

• Moderator:  Demetria Gallagher, The Jamii Group 

• Michael Smith, Tempugo, AAAS-Lemelson Invention Ambassador 

• Ellie Fini, Arizona State University, AAAS-Lemelson Invention 
Ambassador 

• Dr. Michael Curry, Stillman College 
 
 

Washington 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Washington 3 

3:30 PM – 4:00 PM Break  
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4:00 PM – 6:00 PM Protecting Your Intellectual Property – (Students) 
Intellectual Property experts will share information related to patents, 
trademarks, and copyrights as they relate to the student projects. 
  
Presentations by:  
Tanaga A. Boozer, Program Advisor, United States Patent and Trademark 
Office  
Janeya Griffin, Founder & CEO, The Commercializer  
Ken Dixon,  United States Patent and Trademark Office  
 

Wilson ABC  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 PM Dinner on Your Own  

5:00 PM – 5:45 PM Evaluation Focus Group - Faculty 
 

Park Tower 
8212 

Day 3 – February 8 - Saturday  

8:00 AM – 9:00 AM Breakfast On Your Own & Showcase Setup 
 

Washington 3 

9:30 AM –11:00 AM Showcase Event – Students will display projects to Showcase judges and 
ERN Conference attendees 

Washington 3 

11:00 AM – 12:30 
PM 

Join Sessions at ERN Conference ( https://emerging-researchers.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/2020_ERN_Conference_Program_Book_webA.pdf)    
 

Varies 

12:30 PM– 1:15 PM Evaluation Student Focus Group 1 
 

Washington 3 

1:15 PM – 2:00 PM Evaluation Student Focus Group 2  
 

Washington 3 

2:00 PM – 2:45 PM Evaluation Student Focus Group 3 Washington 3 
 

2:45 PM – 3:30 PM Evaluation Student Focus Group 4 
 

Washington 3 

1:00 PM – 6:00 PM Lunch On Your Own & Free Time On Your Own 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM   Awards Banquet Marriott 
Ballroom 

https://emerging-researchers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020_ERN_Conference_Program_Book_webA.pdf
https://emerging-researchers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020_ERN_Conference_Program_Book_webA.pdf

